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THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF JOY
in young children’s literacy practices
INTRODUCTION
The rationale of this dissertation is to
research how joy manifests and is constructed
in learning environments designed to
promote literacies for young children (0-8
years old) in Finnish early childhood
education (ECE) centres, schools, and cultural
institutions.
This dissertation underscores joy as a social
construct that manifests itself in evolving
interactional activity embedded in the
sociocultural and material contexts.

RESEARCH
QUESTIONS
How does joy manifest itself in the everyday
literacy practices of young children?
How is joy socially constructed in interaction
between adults, children, and texts?
What are the specific forms of mediation that
support or prevent the emergence of joy?

The notion of literacy is expanding, as reading
and writing are supplemented by multimodal
and diversified approaches to literacy. Taking
research findings and Finland’s new core
curricula into account, both traditional literacy
skills and multiliteracies could profit from new
pedagogical practices that generates joy.
Therefore it is important that new researchbased knowledge emerges on how to bring
more joy to reading and producing texts
among young children. Texts refer to a broad
conceptualisation of texts, including texts in
written, spoken, audiovisual and digital forms.
This dissertation discloses how joy manifests
in young children’s interaction and brings
forth the forms of mediation that support or
prevent the emergence of joy during the course
of their literacies learning endeavours by
attending to their emotional expressions in
situ1.
The dissertation consists of three studies.

THEORETICAL
FRAMEWORK
This study has a sociocultural approach to the
conceptual framework. The theoretical
framework is based on Vygotsky’s2 theory of
children’s intellectual and emotional
development. The pedagogies advocated by
these frameworks, view children as active
participants and meaning-makers who are
experts on their own lifeworlds and possesses
important information and knowledge that
education needs to harness.
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STUDY I
How does joy manifest itself in the everyday
literacy practices of young children?
Explorative case study about young children’s
joyful interaction in multiliteracies learning
endeavours. Observational fieldnotes and
interviews with children and teachers.

STUDY II
How is joy socially constructed in interaction
between adults, children, and texts?
Interaction analysis is used in studying the
aboutness, frequency, type and ownership in
emotional expressions.

STUDY III
What are the specific forms of mediation that
support or prevent the emergence of joy?
Mediated discourse analysis5 is used in
examining the teacher’s pedagogical moves
and pedagogical approach.
Video-recorded observations in classes and
interviews with teachers.
Figure 1. Child creating a multimodal text

METHODS
The methodological approach in this study is
ethnographically grounded logic-of-inquiry
where qualitative observational design is
used3. The observations are guided by the
classification methods describing social
interaction and learning processes4. The
method takes into account the quality of social
interaction, the object of action, materials and
tools, actors and rules.
The primary data consist of:
- Observational data (fieldnotes and videorecordings)
- Interview data (interviews conducted with
children and educators)
- Visual data (videos and photographs)

EMERGENT
FINDINGS
Preliminary results show that joy may
manifest in the interactions between children,
between children and adults, and between
children and their personal artefacts in
situations where children are making, and
sharing experiences and where their own
interests are regarded. A pedagogy of
multliliteracies can create opportunities for
joyful interaction.
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