15th International NECTAR Conference
Helsinki, Finland, 5 - 7 June 2019
General call for papers

Towards human scale cities – Open and happy
With the constant growth of urban population worldwide, there is an increasing need to
develop cities that are environmentally and socially sustainable, functional and supporting
well-being of their inhabitants. When striving towards these goals, transportation and
mobility play a crucial role.
The conference calls for presentations on advancements in the field of transport,
communication and mobility. The focus of the conference will be on urban transportation and
the new possibilities that open data and digital technologies provide for mobility solutions.
For example, presentations may discuss how transport policies are and should be changing,
present emerging ways of organizing the daily mobility to make cities more sustainable and
more pleasant or present novel ways of analyzing transportation and mobility from the
perspective of people.
We invite papers discussing on the following topics of interest:
 Possibilities of open data and digital technologies for mobility solutions.
 Novel data sources, analytical approaches and indicators
 Open science and responsible governance
 Urban transport, sustainability, well-being and happiness
 Experiences and perceptions of people related to mobility and accessibility
 Emerging mobility services and implications for inclusive mobility
 Logistics and freight in human scale cities
 Out of the box-thinking and inter- and cross-disciplinarity
In addition to these topics, we welcome papers on topics in fields of transport,
communications and mobility at large. General topics of interest include transport and
infrastructure evaluation, transport policy and environment, logistics and freight, tourism,
recreation and leisure, housing and labour markets, accessibility analysis, social and health
issues and ICT.
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The different NECTAR clusters will also organize specific thematic sessions. Call for papers
for these sessions will be posted at the Conference website and the NECTAR website.
Deadline for abstract submission: January 21, 2019. Abstracts should be submitted
electronically, using the form available on the Conference website:
https://www.helsinki.fi/en/conferences/towards-human-scale-cities-open-and-happy
Criteria for acceptance: scope, scientific quality, NECTAR membership and the possibility to
fit the presentation in a coherent conference session. We allow one paper presentation per
participant. Authors of selected abstracts are invited to submit an extended abstract (1000
words) before April 30. The extended abstracts will be published on the conference page of
the NECTAR website, accessible to NECTAR members only. There will also be a possibility to
provide a full article published in a book after the conference.
Venue:
The NECTAR conference will be organized by the University of Helsinki and Aalto University.
The Venue is the main building of the University of Helsinki. Built in 1832 this historical
building is located in the heart of Helsinki, easily reachable by public transport.
Participation and NECTAR membership
Registration, meals and accommodation for two nights will be offered to NECTAR members,
for only one author per paper. Two nights of hotel accommodation will be offered to
participants who have confirmed their participation by sending copies of travel tickets before
April 30, 2019. All practical details will be communicated through the conference website. In
order to participate in the Conference, a consecutive and current two-year NECTAR
membership is necessary (2019-2020). Non-members can find details of how to join the
association on the “Membership” page of NECTAR’s website: www.nectareu.eu/membership
Importance dates:
Abstract submission: January 21, 2019.
Notification of acceptance: February 25, 2019.
Submission of extended abstracts: April 30, 2019
Confirmation of attendance: April 30, 2019
Looking forward to meeting you Helsinki!
Karst Geurs, NECTAR chair
Tuuli Toivonen, University of Helsinki
Elias Willberg, University of Helsinki
Milos Mladenovic, Aalto University
NECTAR is a European-based scientific association. The primary objective is to foster research collaboration and exchange of information
between experts in the field of transport, communication and mobility from all European countries and the rest of the world. It is a
multidisciplinary social science network bringing together a wide variety of perspectives on transport and communication problems and
their impacts on society in an international perspective. For further information on NECTAR, use the link: http://www.nectar-eu.eu.
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