The Past and The Future in
European Parliamentary Debates
How does the European
Parliament talk about
‘the past’ and ‘the future’?
Political discourse and policies are heavily
influenced by our understanding of the
past and the future. The language used
in political debates can reveal the morals,
frames and ideologies of those who speak
in these debates.

THE PAST AND THE FUTURE
The questions ‘What is Europe?’ and ‘What and How should Europe be?’ have been
debated by invoking images of the future and memories of the past. An analysis of the
EP plenary speeches by Construction Grammar Conceptual Network Analysis revealed
inextricable links between speeches referring to the future, the past and the present.

OUR DATASET
Linked Open Dataset with data from and
about the European Parliament (EP)
• Time period: 1999–2017
• 247,955 documents
• Speech in its original language and the
corresponding English translation, as well
as date, link to the video and information
on speakers.
A close analysis of a subcorpus containing speeches referring to the past with structural
topic modelling revealed recurrent debates about the topic of a (common) European history
as well as the topic of the institutional, cultural and territorial developments of the EU.

Analysis of a subcorpus containing speeches referring to the future indicate that debates
about the future most frequently referred to economic growth and stabilisation. This trend,
however, has been shifting towards environmental policy in previous years. Has the focus
shifted from an economic crisis to an ecological one?

IN-DEPTH: TOTALITARIANISM

IN-DEPTH: CLIMATE CHANGE

There is no significant difference between East and West in
connecting Stalinism & National Socialism. The volume of
discourse on the topic follows anniversary years and is perhaps
also connected to the accession of former Soviet states in 2004.

Climate change is a topic primarily related to the future. We can
note the relative amount of speeches on climate change evolving
over time, which is likely to correspond to the urgency of the topic
on a global scale.
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