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Why study forest owners?
Increasing need for biodiversity protection and
climate change mitigation
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Research questions

• What is forest owners’ opinion on the level of safeguarding biodiversity in private
forests in Finland? How interested they are in implementing different conservation
measures?
• What is forest owners’ perception about the importance of different ecosystem
services provided by forests?
• What kind of measures the forest owners would be willing to use to increase
carbon storage or sequestration in their own forests?
• Are forest owners interested in participating nature values trading and selling
carbon sequestration services?

Background
• Main method of implementation of forest protection is the Forest
Biodiversity Programme METSO 2008-2025
• Voluntary to the forest owner
• Forest owner receives compensation
• Ecological criteria
• Conservation measure is agreed between landowner and the
authorities on a site-by-site basis, according to nature values of the site
and owners´ wishes

28

• Forests offer many ecosystem services (timber, berries, recreation, clean
air/water, carbon sequestration etc.)
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Big data and inquiry 2019
Mail/internet inquiry
Total sample 15 750
Received 6 542 responses
Response rate 42 %
- Questionnaire
- Basic section + 3 different
theme sections
- Ecosystem services,
biodiversity protection
- 2250 responses, response
Verohallinto
rate 43%
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Opinion on the level of safeguarding biodiversity in private forests in Finland
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The level of safeguarding biodiversity should be increased
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AGE

Younger age-groups
7
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Female
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Forest owners’ interest in implementing measures to safeguard biodiversity
in their own forests
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Forest owners’ interest in implementing measures
to safeguard biodiversity in their own forests

Taking nature values specifically into
account in forest management practices
❑ Women

❑ Higher education
❑ Urban
❑ Objectives:
Recreation,
multiobjective
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Purchase by the State for
conservation purposes
❑ Men
❑ Urban
❑ Entrepreuners,
other
❑ Objectives:
Indifferent owners

Forest owners’ opinion on the importance of different ecosystem services
provided by forests…

10

What measures the forest owners would be willing to use to increase carbon storage
or sequestration in some parts of their forests, if it would be compensated?
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Forest owners’ interest to sell carbon sequestration services and
participate to nature values trading
• Selling carbon sequestration service: A mining company produces emissions and purchases carbon
sequestration services from the forest owner. The forest owner manages his/her forest in a way that
increases carbon sequestration. The mining company compensates the forest owner for the incurred costs
and loss of income.
• Nature values trading: construction project causes decrease of nature values. The company compensates
the loss of nature values by compensating forest owner the costs and lost income incurred of
establishment of a permanent conservation area.
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Forest owners’ interest to sell carbon sequestration services
and participate to nature values trading

32% were interested in paticipating both
38% were interested in participating neither
Selling carbon sequestration services

Nature values trading

❑ Wage-earners, entrepreuners

❑ Wage-earners, entrepreuners

❑ Urban

❑ Urban

❑ Timber sellers

❑ Timber sellers

❑ Men
13

Conclusions
• Forests are subject to many policy objectives concerning e.g. biodiversity protection,
carbon sequestration and timber production
• The importance of timber production is emphasized among forest owners but also the
importance of carbon sequestration and other forest related benefits is identified
• More than two fifth of forest owners would be interested in selling ecosystem services
→ Need to develop incentive systems

• About one fifth of forest owners support increasing the level of safeguarding biodiversity in
private forests
• Need for flexible voluntary conservation schemes, including a large variety of mechanisms
to protect forest biodiversity
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Together with
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