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East Africa



Mara region



Mara region

~20 Bantu languages
• JE45: Ikoma, Nata, Ishenyi
• JE401: Ngoreme
• Other JE40: Ikizu, Zanaki, Kuria, Kabwa, Simbiti
• JE20, F20

Nilotic
• Southern: Datooga
• Western: Luo
• Eastern: Maa

*Cushitic



South Mara (Roth 2018)



Western Serengeti languages (WS)
• High lexical similarity (Hill et al. 2007)

• Over 85% between Ikoma-Nata-Ishenyi (INI)
• 77-79% between Ngoreme and INI

• (Micro)variation in many areas, e.g.
• Vowel phonemes & harmony
• Tone system
• TAM system
• Noun classes



The “Mara project”
 Linguistic Variation as an Indicator of Historical Relations and Language
Contact: A comparative grammar of four Mara Bantu languages (Tanzania)
(https://blogs.helsinki.fi/mara-project/)
◦ Funded by Kone Foundation
◦ Ikoma, Nata, Ishenyi, Ngoreme



A new approach to presenting multilectal grammars since none of the current
ones can, e.g.
◦ present descriptions of a single language/variety (or some subsystem), and
◦ be searched for a certain subsystem (e.g. demonstratives) or feature and have a

parallel view of these in all languages involved, and
◦ have the linguistic descriptions translated and presented in another language (e.g.

Swahili) access to local communities, and
◦ have the examples retrieved from an annotated database.











Sharing
• Web design can be copied
to other projects with similar
needs

•Documentation and scripts
openly available in GitHub



Thank you!
Asanteni!

Mogáchomi chwée!


